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REMARKS 

Claims 37-50 are currently pending. Claims 37-43 were previously pending and claims 
44-50 have been newly added. The present claim amendments are being made without prejudice 
or disclaimer and Applicant reserves the right to seek the previously-pending claims in a 
continuation application. No new matter has been added as a result of these claim amendments. 

Claims 37 and 38 have been amended to add the phrase "of peripheral system nerve," as 
suggested by the Examiner in the Final Office Action at No. 5, page 2, first paragraph, and also 
at page 4, last paragraph. Support for this phrase can be found throughout the as-filed 
specification. See, for example, ". . . the neuron induced to grow is a peripheral nervous system 
neuron of a mammal" (Brief Summary of the Invention, page 3, lines 12-14); and, ". . . the 
damaged nerve is a nerve of the peripheral nervous system of a mammal" (Brief Summary of the 
Invention, page 3, lines 26-27). 

Newly added claims 44 and 45 are similar to claims 37 and 38, respectively, and claim 
the subject matter of the instant invention in an alternative form. The Examiner "fully agrees" 
that the as-filed specification supports the claimed method of "administering to a DRG of the 
sciatic nerve and/or spinal cord" as stated in the Final Office Action at No. 5, page 3, first full 
paragraph. The terms "sciatic nerve" and "spinal cord" are present throughout the as-filed 
specification, including in the Examples and accompanying Figures. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

Claims 37-43 remain rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 112, first paragraph, allegedly because 
the specification, "while being enabling for methods of inducing growth of a peripheral system 
neuron or peripheral nerve regeneration by administration of a polypeptide of SEQ ID NO:2 or 
of SEQ ID NO:3, does not reasonably provide enablement for methods of inducing growth of a 
neuron or regeneration of a damaged nerve of the central nervous system" (Final Office Action. 
No. 5, page 2). Applicants traverse the rejection in as much as it applies to the newly presented 
claims. The Examiner further states that amending the claims to include the phrase "axonal 
growth of a peripheral system nerve" would obviate the rejection (Final Amendment, No. 5, page 
4, last paragraph). 
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Without acquiescing to the merits of the rejection and in an effort to advance prosecution, 
Applicants have hereby amended independent claims 37 and 38 to include the phrase "of a 
peripheral system nerve" as suggested by the Examiner. Previously-pending claims 39-43 either 
directly or indirectly depend from amended claims 37 and 38. 

Elsewhere in the Final Office Action, the Examiner states that she agrees with the 
following statement we made in our Response/ Amendment: "The present invention demonstrates 
for the first time that administration of SPRR1A to DRG of the sciatic nerve and spinal cord 
results in an induction and/or increase of axonal growth from those DRG neurons" (No. 5, page 
3, first full paragraph) Therefore, Applicants hereby also submit new claims 44-50 so as to claim 
the present invention in alternative claim language, wherein the newly added claims track the 
language as agreed upon by the Examiner. 

In view of the present claim amendments, the Examiner is respectfully requested to 
withdraw the rejection and pass the presently-pending claims to allowance. 

CONCLUSION 

It is respectfully submitted that the above-identified application is now in a condition for 
allowance and favourable reconsideration and prompt allowance of these claims are respectfully 
requested. Should the Examiner believe that anything further is desirable in order to place the 
application in better condition for allowance, the Examiner is invited to contact the applicant's 
undersigned attorney at the telephone number listed below. 

Dated: March 27, 2007 Respectfully submitted, 



COOLEY GODWARD LLP 



COOLEY GODWARD KRONISH LLP 

ATTN: Patent Group 

1200 19 th Street, NW, 5 th Floor 

Washington, DC 20036 



By: 




Erich E. Veitenheimer, Ph.D. 
Reg. No. 40,420 
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